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had seized the Mogul Emperor's person, and
Hastings properly held that, though the British
might acknowledge the representative of the
dynasty, it could not properly recognise the robber
Mahratta chief who had made himself Mayor of

the Palace.

Then ensued a period of confusion and anarchy,
during which the Mahratta power was cHvkU'd
between its chiefs, the Peshwa at Poona, th<:
Bonsla Rajah at Nagpur, Sindhia at Gwalior,
Holkar at Indore, and the Gaekwar at Baroda.
These, or at any given time one of these, held the
Great Mogul as a pawn and a puppet till, in the
second Mahratta War, the British broke their powtT
and established themselves as protectors of the
Emperor's person, and of the Empire.

The third Mahratta War brought about tin:
defeat of Holkar and the fourth laid low the Peshwa,
who was deposed and pensioned at Bithoor, where
he left an adopted son, who subsequently became
infamous under the designation of Nana Sahib, a
name with which the seditious malcontents of India
have lately learnt to conjure. The time was now
past for the Mahrattas to compete with the English,
and in 1780 and 1790, while we were waging war
with Hyder AH and his son Tippoo, they and the
Nizam co-operated with the British, and compelled
the latter prince to cede half his dominions, which
the allies divided amongst themselves.